
Message from District Council of Mount 
Remarkable
The Bangor Fire has had a huge impact upon our communities.  On behalf 
of Council I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
contributed to the fire effort both directly and indirectly; the CFS personnel 
and volunteers from around South Australia and interstate, the Metropolitan 
Fire Service, the numerous Farm Units, other Community volunteers and 
Council staff.  It was only through your extreme and tireless efforts that the fire 
is now contained and the clean-up has commenced.

From the outset Council committed 100% of its plant, equipment and staff 
to be available to the CFS and Zone Emergency Centre on both sides of the 
ranges and immediately responded to all calls from the CFS for such things 
as graders, water tankers, inspections, fire trail grading and tree trimming.  
Trenches were excavated at the Willowie Landfill for destroyed stock and this 
facility along with the Wirrabara Transfer Station remains open to receive fire 
affected materials. Council staff, trucks and loaders will continue to assist 
farmers with the removal of damaged sheds and materials.

The Recovery Effort will no doubt extend into many months and Council 
will continue to work with those persons affected, the broader community, 
volunteer organisations and relevant government agencies to ensure the 
best outcomes.  The Bangor Bushfire Recovery Committee has been formed 
and is already working with the State Recovery Office to achieve this in a 
coordinated multi-agency approach.

This has been and remains a very emotional time for everyone concerned 
and our but I am confident that the country spirit, community resilience and 
working together will see a positive recovery.

Mayor Sandra Wauchope 
District Council of Mount Remarkable
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The Bangor Bushfire Recovery Committee has been established.  
Membership includes residents affected by the bushfire and representatives 
from local and state government.  The role of the Committee is to 
coordinate recovery services. More information will be in the next edition.
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Message from Northern 
Areas Council
On behalf of the Northern Areas Council we 
would like to offer our most sincere thanks to all 
of those who have contributed countless hours 
in helping protect the community in fighting the 
fire. We would also like to pass on our incredible 
gratitude to the CFS and its volunteers from 
across the state, in addition to the NSW Rural 
Fire Service, the Metropolitan Fire Service and 
the hundreds of farm units for their efforts during 
this time of need. We are also thankful to our 
staff for their assistance, with earthmoving 
and other duties in conjunction with private 
operators.

Affected communities have shown incredible 
resilience and the efforts of so many within the 
community willing to assist in whatever capacity 
they are able, should be commended. At the 
Northern Areas Council we are always incredibly 
proud of our communities and the strong 
volunteer work force that keeps them vibrant, 
this has again shone, in such a time of concern.

Our thoughts are certainly with those who are 
experiencing difficulty and the State Recovery 
Office are working with the Councils through the 
Bangor Bushfire Recovery Committee to ensure 
that people are able to find assistance where 
necessary.

Mayor Denis Clark 
Northern Areas Council

Country Fire Service update
The Bangor Fire, which started as the result 
of a lightning strike on the southern side of 
Port Germein Gorge on Tuesday 14 January 
2014, has burnt approximately 33 500 ha. 
This includes private land, Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DEWNR) 
reserves and Forestry SA land holdings.

Stock losses in the hundreds have been 
experienced, with hundreds of kilometres of 
fencing destroyed.

Firefighters from all SA CFS Regions have been 
involved in the firefight, along with DEWNR 
and Forestry SA firefighting crews. Crews from 
the NSW Rural Fire Service have also been 
utilised in the early weeks of the fire to support 
operations and rest local crews. SA Metropolitan 
Fire Service crews have also been involved 
in providing crews for asset protection when 
townships were being threatened.  Support 
agencies such as SA State Emergency Service 
(SASES)  , South Australian Police (SAPOL), St 
John’s Ambulance, SA Ambulance Service, The 
Salvation Army and many other government and 
non-government organisations have supported 
the effort.

The fire was declared Contained on Thursday 13 
January 2014 prior to rainfall through the efforts 
of ground crews, supported by up to seven 
firefighting aircraft, and then Controlled on Friday 
14 February 2014, once the rain had settled 
in. Firefighting crews were withdrawn from the 
fireground by lunchtime that day as the tracks 
were boggy and slippery and the fireground 
was inaccessible, with all firefighting resources 
sent home by Friday afternoon. DEWNR crews 
continue to patrol the fireground until it can be 
declared safe.

Health update
The bushfire will affect residents in different ways 
with some issues only arising once the initial 
shock subsides. Often when we are physically 
active or mentally focused on an event our 
emotions and feelings are held at bay; once 
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the event is over feelings of fear, loss, grief and 
stress can surface as dealing with the aftermath 
unfolds. 

These feelings may present in a diverse range of 
ways including:

1. Physiologically - headaches, frequent  
illness or backache

2. Emotionally - anger or anxiety

3. Behaviourally - irritability or drinking  
too much alcohol

4. Cognitively - inability to make decisions  
or memory loss

5. A person’s concept of themselves – thinking 
‘I’m a failure’.

Getting enough sleep, making time to relax, and 
eating healthily are key to coping with stress and 
anxiety. Get back to the routine you had prior to 
the fire as soon as you can.

Allocate time to do the things you enjoy, whether 
this is reading, listening to music or playing 
cards. 

Pay attention to any physical and emotional 
signs of stress. These can include fatigue, 
carelessness, apathy and vague aches  
and pains.

Some people turn to alcohol to deal with stress 
so try and keep your alcohol consumption at a 
moderate level.

No one is stress free and admitting that it is 
having an effect on you can help. Often it is the 
multiplying effect of different issues arising from 
the fire that creates the stress.

Find someone to talk to, whether that is your 
spouse, friend, clergy member, counsellor or 
mixing with people who may be going through 
the same experience.

For more tips on how to eat well, exercise and 
sleep well visit www.beyondblue.com.au

If the stress goes on for too long, is too severe or 
interferes with your day to day functioning seek 
help from your GP immediately. 

National helplines (SA)
Rural and Remote Emergency, Triage and 
Liaison Service 24 hours 13 14 65         

Lifeline 24 hours 13 11 14                                                                                 

MensLine Australia 1300 789 978                                                                    

Relationships Australia 1300 364 277                                                                  
 
Beyondblue info line 1300 224 636 

Road safety update
The Gorge Road (Port Germein to Murray Town 
Road) will remain closed until further notice due 
to flood damage.

Heavy rainfall last week caused significant 
damage to the road after heavy vegetation loss 
due to the recent fires.

On Friday, the area saw 75mm of rain fall in just 
three hours.

Engineers are assessing the extent of the 
damage and the road will remain closed until 
further notice.

Local community members and road users 
can contact Department of Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure (DPTI) Northern and Western 
Region office on (08) 8648 5211 or by emailing 
dpti.northern&westernregion@sa.gov.au. 
 
We ask that people do not enter this area as it 
remains unsafe.
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Further information
Hotline 
The SA Bushfire Recovery hotline 1800 302 787 is providing 
recovery information for people affected by the bushfires between 
9am and 5pm weekdays. If life is in immediate danger, call 000.

The latest bushfire recovery information is available  
online from the Government of South Australia at  
www.sa.gov.au/safiresrecovery or the SA Bushfire  
Recovery Facebook Page. 

Rainwater tanks
The CFS has confirmed that no chemicals were used in 
firebombing operations and residents do not have to  
empty their water tanks.

Information is available at www.cfs.sa.gov.au

Council support and information
Both Councils continue to provide on-ground response support 
and are in regular contact with the State Recovery Office to assist 
in coordinating the recovery response. Officers are also available 
to assist with development applications and other local issues as 
they arise.

District Council Mount Remarkable 
Phone: (08) 8666 2014 
Email: postmaster@mtr.sa.gov.au 
Postal address: PO Box 94, Melrose SA 5483 
Street address: 3 Stuart Street, Melrose SA 5483

Northern Areas Council 
Phone: (08) 8664 1139 
Email: ceo@nacouncil.sa.gov.au 
Postal address: PO Box 120, Jamestown SA 5491 
Street address: 94 Ayr Street, Jamestown SA 5491

Community events
 
Bangor Bushfire Relief 
An evening of entertainment 
1 March 2014 
Oval on Main North Road, 
Wirrabara

For more information contact 
Kev Sizer on 0400 898 651  
or Andrew Trott on  
0427 684 127.

All Fired Up! 
Ute Muster 
22-23 February 2014 
Laura Oval 
11am to 12 midnight

For more information  
contact Camille on  
0421 740 004, Jaymi on  
(08) 88462122 or Rachel on 
0439 807 587.

BlazeAid are at Wirrabara 
Contact Eugene Ross on  
0447252931.

Thank you to the fire fighters, personal fire units and all the neighbours and friends 
who have provided help. 
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